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Iberá’s wetlands, above, may soon be 

one of the best places to see jaguars 

in the wild, right.

THIS IS  

UNDISTURBED 

NATURE,  WHERE 

HUMAN PRESENCE 

IS A NOVELTY. 

 IBERÁ NATURE RESERVE,  

 ARGENTINA 

Rewilding 

in Remote

Argentina 
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GANGES RIVER, INDIA

RAFTING THE WORLD’S 

HOLIEST RIVER

IN INDIA, the 

Ganges River is 

sacred water, 

almost a deity 

unto itself. It 

may also be toxic and full of 

rotting bodies by the time it 

empties into the Bay of Bengal. 

But as it gushes from its 

source near the Tibetan border, 

it’s something else entirely: 

wild, unspoiled, and as blue as 

toothpaste. Outside the 

Himalayan town of Rishikesh, 

there’s a 25-mile section 

perfect for rafting, too, 

offering challenging Class III 

and IV rapids, as I discovered 

in December. 

Rishikesh is often called 

the yoga capital of the world. 

Five decades ago, the Beatles 

traveled here for a course in 

transcendental meditation and 

inspired a generation of 

seekers to the area. These 

days, though, it’s more about 

adventure. “The type of people 

who came here in the past 

were looking for some sort of 

spiritual enlightenment, but 
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I’VE ALWAYS associated an Austra-
lian adventure with the outback, but 
the inside scoop some Aussie friends 
recently showed me is that the island of 
Tasmania may be the truly wild place 

down under. Mainlanders have long trekked to the 
26,000-square-mile state to commune with nature, 
but it has become increasingly accessible to foreigners, 
with regular f lights into the capital city of Hobart. 

Nearly half of the island state is protected in  
20 national parks and over 800 nature reserves. You 
won’t see any koalas, but wallabies, platypuses, and 
wombats abound—and you might just glimpse a rare 
Tasmanian devil if you keep your eyes peeled at night. 
The community vibe is hospitable yet also gritty and 
resourceful, dating back to the arrival of convict ships 
from England in the 19th century. The Launceston 
region in the north smacks of Napa, while Hobart, on 
the south shore, is like a scaled-down San Francisco. 
For a blend of history, art, diverse landscapes, and great 
food and wine—plus opportunities to sail, hike, bike, 
golf, surf, and fish—you’d be hard-pressed to find a 
more mesmerizing island anywhere. —KIRK DEETER 

TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA

DOWN UNDER’S 
WILD ISLAND
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the perception has changed,” 

said Deeya Bajaj, my guide at 

the rafting company Snow 

Leopard Adventures. The outfit 

operates three tented camps 

along the Ganges and has 

become the de facto operator 

for all things outdoors in this 

area of the country. In addition 

to rafting, there are a labyrinth 

of mountain paths for trekking, 

zip-line tours across canyons, 

and, farther afield, wildlife 

safaris to see Asian elephants 

and even Bengal tigers. 

 Of course, as you travel 

here, you pass constant 

reminders of the Rishikesh of 

yore. There are the Westerners 

plucking sitars at an ashram 

dedicated to the late, infamous 

guru Osho (of Wild Wild Cou ntry 

fame) or the sadhus (Hindu 

ascetics) laundering orange 

robes on the river’s edge. When 

you wash up in town, just below 

the now-abandoned “Beatles 

ashram,” it feels as if some 

form of enlightenment—be it in 

mind, body, or spirit—was an 

inevitable part of the journey. 

But such is India, even when all 

you’re after is a shot of 

adrenaline. —MARK JOHANSON


